
Ngali Jugun Ganaree (Of Our Country) centres Indigenous relationships with Country that have been 
ongoing for all time. This exhibition explores the complexities of how the natural world informs our 
sense of being in the world through the physical and spiritual continuous connections we have with our 
cultures. Expanding on the concepts explored in Ngugi Quandamooka curator-artist-scientist 
Stephanie Beaupark’s research, this exhibition teases out the relationships between the macro, the 
physicality of Country and materials sourced from Country with the micro, the spiritual connections and 
disconnections of the artists and their communities. ‘Ngali Jugun Ganaree’ in Jandai language that is 
spoken on Quandamooka Country means “we are Country and Country is us”. This holistic approach 
to understanding Country has always been deeply known within Indigenous knowledge systems that 
demonstrate the cultural values of sustainability, deep listening, protection, and respect.

While Country unites us with our cultures, the tensions and isolation are felt from the ongoing effects of 
invasion. However, this exhibition presents a strong representation of the push-back to that very 
alienation and silencing of us and our spaces, places, and cultures. Although the interrelated physical 
and spiritual relationship with Country has in some instances been damaged, artmaking with materials 
sourced from Country that speak of Country can initiate healing from this intergenerational trauma. In 
this Indigenous led exhibition, together we heal through creative practice to actively take care of 
Country and each other. This is an act of decolonisation and Indigenisation that connects us to our 
DNA memory of who we are.

The works in this exhibition voice each artist’s unique connection to their Countries with works made 
from materials found in the natural environment including dyes, ash, grasses, skins, we create 
weavings, text, images, textiles, and other mixed media works that demonstrate the diversity of 
materiality from Country. Together we think about Country, creating on Country, with materials from 
Country, and we are of our Country.
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Stephanie Beaupark is a Ngugi artist-scientist-curator working with textiles and Indigenous eco dyes. 
Her goal is to contribute towards authentic, respectful Indigenous led knowledge exchange between 
Indigenous and westernised sciences through creative practice andcuration. She has been studying 
the materiality, recipes, and chemistry of traditional and contemporary Indigenous art with the aim to 
create more sustainable and health-conscious alternatives to mainstream artmaking materials. For her 
PhD research, Beaupark is developing ways for Indigenous science to be valued in physical sciences 
such as chemistry by aligning scientific research with Indigenous methodology and cultural values 
through collaborative artmaking.

Beaupark has exhibited her textiles works in group exhibitions Imagined Realities and Ex18 in 2018 at 
the University of Wollongong as well as the 2019 Vital Signs at Hazelhurst Regional Gallery & Arts 
Centre. In 2019, Beaupark worked as an artist in residence for the Living Pavilion project at the 
University of Melbourne, a trans-disciplinary project that connected Indigenous knowledge, sustainable 
design, ecological science, and participatory arts. She was the curator of the Ex18 graduate exhibition 
at the University of Wollongong (2018) and Vital Signs exhibition at Hazelhurst Regional Gallery & Arts 
Centre (2019). In 2020 Stephanie simultaneously curated HERE+NOW: A Decolonist Visualisation of 
The Illawarra at Wollongong Art Gallery and completed her chemistry honours degree at the University 
of Wollongong as the recipient of the Holt Estate Environmental Science Honours Scholarship. In 2022, 
Beaupark was appointed Associate Lecturer (Career Development Fellow) at the School of Geography 
and Sustainable Communities at the University of Wollongong.

Gallery 1 
2 December 2022 – 22 January 2023

firstdraft
gadigal land 
13–17 riley street 
woolloomooloo 
nsw 2011 
+61 2 8970 2999 
firstdraft.org.au

we acknowledge and pay respect to the gadigal people of the eora nation, 
thetraditional owners of the land on which firstdraft is built and operates. 

firstdraft is supported by the NSW
Government through Create NSW; and
assisted by the Australian Government
through the Australia Council, its arts
funding and advisory body.

Ngali Jugun Ganaree (Of Our Country)
Elisa Jane Carmichael, Lowell Hunter, 
Alinta Maguire, Kirli Saunders, Katie West
Curated by Stephanie Beaupark

Gallery 2
I Cook A Lot Of All These Foods
Monica Rani Rudhar

Gallery 3
A(Di)pology 
Lucy Goosey Feminist Art Collective

Gallery 4
FUTURE NOSTALGIA
Charlotte Haywood



Gallery 1 
2 December 2022 – 22 January 2023

firstdraft
gadigal land 
13–17 riley street 
woolloomooloo 
nsw 2011 
+61 2 8970 2999 
firstdraft.org.au

we acknowledge and pay respect to the gadigal people of the eora nation, 
thetraditional owners of the land on which firstdraft is built and operates. 

firstdraft is supported by the NSW
Government through Create NSW; and
assisted by the Australian Government
through the Australia Council, its arts
funding and advisory body.

Ngali Jugun Ganaree (Of Our Country)
Curated by Stephanie Beaupark

Gallery 2
I Cook A Lot Of All These Foods
Monica Rani Rudhar

Gallery 3
A(Di)pology 
Lucy Goosey Feminist Art Collective

Gallery 4
FUTURE NOSTALGIA
Charlotte Haywood

Artworks (clockwise from left, and top to bottom)

For sales enquiries, please email 
stephanie.beaupark@gmail.com

Alinta Maguire 
Winanga, 2022 
red gum, melaleuca and Camphor laurel charcoal 
dimensions variable 
POA

Eliza Jane Carmichael 
Before the Gardens 1, 2022, 
cyanotype on cotton 
152 × 215 cm 
AUD$9,000

Before the Gardens 3, 2022 
cyanotype on cotton 
152 × 215 cm 
AUD$9,000

Water Pools, 2020 
ungaire, lomandra, raffia, sea ropes and fish 
scales 
180 × 130 × 10 cm 
AUD$6,000

Kirli Saunders 
Nguru, 2022 
cyanotype on cotton, plant dyed silk, possum fur, 
found timber 
77.5 × 110 cm 
POA

Lowell Hunter 
Reinvigorate #1 Bobbi Lockyer Collaboration 
A.P 1/1, 2022 
drone photography and acrylic paint on canvas 
print 
180 × 100 cm 
AUD$3,300 + GST

Sunset Lovers Gerard Black Collaboration 
A.P 1/1, 2022 
drone photography and acrylic paint on canvas 
print 
180 × 100 cm 
AUD$3,300 + GST

Cultural Strengthening Burruguu Collaboration 
A.P 1/1, 2021 
drone photography and acrylic paint on canvas 
print 
250 × 140 cm 
AUD$6,500 + GST

Work at centre

Katie West 
Fence Lines & Digging Sticks, 2022 
geraldton wax dyed silk, found fabric, wire  
dimensions variable 
POA


















































