
Lectus explores ideas of transparency and opacity, fragility and strength, and safety and privacy – not 
as each other's ‘opposites’ but rather as inseparable, in non-opposition. The exhibition challenges the 
notion that representation is synonymous with visibility and that perceiving is synonymous with 
knowing. Taking its title from the Latin word lectus, meaning 'to read', this exhibition aims to think 
through the ways that we transmit and receive information and the ways it is simultaneously withheld 
from us.

Spence Messih is an artist living and working on Gadigal land (Sydney, Australia). Their practice 
speaks broadly to sites of pressure, power structures, materiality and language and more specifically 
about these things in relation to their own experience. Their work has been exhibited at the Museum of 
Contemporary Art Australia (MCA), Sydney; the Australian Centre for Contemporary Art (ACCA); Auto 
Italia, London; Artspace, Sydney; and ALASKA Projects, Sydney, among others. They recently 
completed their PhD at UNSW Arts, Design & Architecture.
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Artworks (clockwise from left) 
For sales enquiries, please 
email spence.messih@gmail.com

Fibre Portraits, 2021 
inkjet paper 
text by Vincent Silk 
Published on the occasion 
of Lectus, Spence Messih 
Please take one

Cinder, 2021 
stained glass 
44 × 54 cm

Idyll I–III, 2021 
stained glass 
70 × 50 cm each

Sinew I–II, 2021 
stained glass 
44 × 34 cm

Gallery 1
Circling the Sun
Curated by Tim Marvin

Gallery 3
Lesser palace 
Sofiyah Ruqayah

Gallery 4
Haunting In Kensington 
Blake Lawrence
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