
The submission: 
 
Take careful note of what you are asked 
to submit and be sure to include all 
components in the format and size that 
have been requested. 

Proposal:
1 A4 Page, max 500 words detailing exhibition 
title and concept

CV:
Max 1 A4 page

Supporting images:
Up to 10 images or video links 

Writing the proposal: 
 
These suggestions serve as a guideline. 
While they are not compulsory they are 
recommendations that may help you to 
streamline the written component of your 
proposal.

> Keep things clear and to the point, using 
straightforward language. 

>Don’t go over the suggested page or word 
limit.
 
> Use headings if it helps – e.g. one on the 
concept and one on the physical description of 
the work.
 
> You can use dot points to make things clearer.
 
> Get someone to read over it who doesn’t know 
a lot about your practice - if they can understand 
what you’re thinking of doing in the first 3 
sentences, then you’re on the right track! Don’t feel 
the need to over complicate things or include a lot 
of works. Sometimes simpler is better.

 
> Successful applications include a clear 
description of the physical exhibition outcomes, 
through text, images and/or floor plans.
 
> Include a concise summary of artistic practice 
and conceptual interests.
 
> Note how the proposed work builds on, or is a 
departure from existing practice.
 
> Provide clear images with captions, including 
a mix of the proposed work and previous works 
to give an indication of your practice.
 
> If possible, show us what your work will look 
like in the space with mock-ups or floor plans.

Documentation of 
your work: 
 
Professional documentation is important 
for every practice. Most importantly, 
caption your images so that we know 
what we are looking at.
 
> Is the image clear and at screen resolution?
 
> Does the viewer get a sense of scale (this 
might be facilitated by the caption for the 
image)?
 
> Does the image need cropping, or editing?
 
> Wherever possible, provide professional 
images over ones taken on your phone.
 
> Works in progress are fine, but make it clear 
that this is what the image shows.
 
>Provide full descriptive captions that include 
basic artwork details (title, date, media) as well 
as any other useful information about the work 
or its installation.

Some advice for 
submitting a strong 
proposal



The CV
 
A good CV should be no more than 1 
page and include your name, contact 
details & basic biographical details – 
address, email, website, mobile, year and 
place of birth.

It is often nice to include a snapshot of who you 
are and what your practice is about. This can be 
in the form of a short bio, or introduction of your 
areas of interest.
 
Other sections might include:
Short Bio / Areas of Interest
Education
Mentorships, Internships, Volunteering 
experience
Solo Exhibitions
Group Exhibitions
Curatorial Projects
Scholarships, Prizes and Awards
Grants & Residencies
Lectures and Guest Presentations
Publications
Collections
Bibliography
Referees
 
Remember to update your CV regularly.

Some guidelines 
for understanding 
Firstdraft’s 
assessment of 
proposals:
Firstdraft assess applications on:
 
> Artistic merit.
 
> Emergent and experimental practices.
 
> Advancement of individual practice and 
professional development.
 
> Responsiveness to contemporary contexts.
 
> Geographic, demographic and art form 
diversity.
 
(N.B. Work does not need to include all of these 
criteria, but should reflect at least one.)

Additionally:
> New work is strongly preferred or work that 
has not been exhibited in Sydney previously.
 
> More established artists must demonstrate 
that the work they are proposing is of an 
experimental nature and represents a departure 
from their current practice.
 
> Preference is given to artists who have not 
shown at Firstdraft in the past 18-months.

 
Applications are read and assessed by 
the Board of Directors. Some of the 
things we think about when assessing a 
proposal are: 
 
> Does the project reflect Firstdraft’s aims 
of supporting emerging and experimental 
practices?
 
> Is the project well thought out and realisable in 
our galleries?
 
> Is this project relevant to current critical and 
cultural discourse?
 
> Has the proposed work been shown before?
 
> Does this project make sense in terms of 
the direction of the artist’s practice? Are we 
supporting a progression in their work? 
 
> Does this project push a medium, technique, 
field of enquiry, area of practice?
 
> Is the project clearly defined in terms of who is 
involved and are all participants confirmed?
 
If your application isn’t successful, we 
encourage you to apply again. Many successful 
artists are programmed after their second or 
third application. 
 
However, if you do apply again, please don’t 
simply re-submit the same proposal. Show us 
that you have developed your ideas and refined 
your work since the last application, as this 
shows a real commitment to your practice. It is 
ok to use the same support images but if you 
have recent works, include those too.

Feel free to contact us prior to submitting your 
application to ask any questions about the 
application process, or your proposal.


